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Abstlﬁf;s China re fOCUSC’d its relations w”},’ A f}"lC(; Jrom an ’d€010gic.a[ 3 ’a’ldpo,'” »
t0 trade and aid in the 1990s, Nigeria ecafne a centerpiece Of‘S'ini[
operations in Afvica. T ./n's deve/opm{e{n;v .141a{a ,;)cca;m)?ed by Chinarf
emergence as an economic cglossus an lgézl § Enauring stayys the

largest oil producing nation in lhe' continent. Ever since, t/zerfz WPpeays
have been a symbiotic relationship between both nations with the Wy |
Afvican country catering for Chinese energy needs, w/flle beneﬁz'ﬁng fropie
generous aids, loans and trade agreements. Indeed, China offers itself g ,
viable alternative to the West in terms of aid and trade since the lattey |
attaches more stringent conditions in this regard. Despite its allure, howeVer, :
how healthy is this Sino-Nigerian relationship, given that the Chinese are
less concerned with attaching conditions to these benefits to ensure socip-
political and economic standards that the West would otherwise have
insisted on? It is against this background that the article, using the historica]
research methodology, interrogates the wider implication of Ching’s
engagement with Nigeria. The essay argues that Nigeria, like other Afvican
counlries, needs to exercise caution in its future dealings with China,

Keywords: Nigeria, Africa, China, aids, loans, imperialism

Introduction

especially within the United Nations because of itgsgl‘:iet%hg-am gl(')ba,l rec.:ogm.t_l?j

herself against Taiwan (another political entity claiming ¢ S poicy . ‘.Vhwh P -me; f
with the latter being internationally recognized ag the 1eg' . be the .or1gma1 Chméi_.: |
situation did not change until 1971 when the PRC qultunat'e Chl'nese state. "ﬂll(;

Nations and seen by the global society to be legitimate ‘js\ . d oaed into the Util |
were individual states secking political and economic' Mrican countries, howeyer, |
African countries, including Nigeria, therefore, hod 4 :tlrlppoft ‘?“"fﬂg this period
international political arena (hat China, which sought intes '
particularly before the 1970s—could profit fyom,. Because of tonal recognition—

€S¢ constitutive goals
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both China and African countries perceive themsel
mselve

a8 a4 Ly ‘ '
5 as sharing similar experiences

d i( lr‘&’ ICIHlCd L].(ll]cl”‘(« > s 1y 14 M & ¢ W e1gs h o gy “[i ;m
l to o ’ {: th(v

ympathizc. and support cach other

a
ﬂ]\VIlyS 5 l R
China’s economic strength has inc
ngth has increased geometrically since the 1980s/199¢
4 sally since the 1980a/19903,

The pcriOd aﬁ!sq c;oincidcs with the demise of the Sovi .
Supcrpﬂ“""r' (_.hl‘n:\ s despening integration .imnlc t}(fw.;t Union as a global
emergence a2 Superpower saw its influence expand i giobel sectomy and
. olitical and cco_n'mmc relationships  on  the z:m ; -y /'\fnc.'a, reshaping the
cconomic and political position it has also emerged al :Ecm.. it of her e
can in this ag¢ challenge the dominance and hegemon Sof (t:hm?St 'c'red‘bk‘: ki lger
China also has a unique position in the globalycommcunji't; ”}\thz l:.t;r]r;a“;) }r;af
- L2 C Of ner

arend.
Y : " s 1 . “
qumble beginnings in the mid-20™ century and her astronomical rise in the 21st
. N . A, b Q
century. 1 18 able to straddle both the developed and the developing wcrizl
J .

Already 1rng be'twcen Africa _and China has grown at a breathtaking pace. China is
currently Africa's largest trading partner, having surpassed the US in 2009 ( Ighot
2013). China’s foreign policy seeks to continue the expansionkof this wéalthona?zr(i
poWer: it also attempts to promote its benign intention of a “peaceful rise.” This
¢ China’s foreign policy is called “soft power,” in international relations
arlance. The tools that China uses to promote its soft power, particularly in Africa
are typically public diplomacy, its growing international aid, and trade. ’
Nigeria’s position among the many African countries China deals with is
distinctively important for both economic and political reasons. Firstly, Nigeria has
heen the largest oil producing and exporting nation on the continent since 1960,
and—as we will find out—oil is germane to China’s external relations. Also, like
China, the world’s most populated country, Nigeria is a densely peopled nation
constituting about a quarter of the continent’s sub-Saharan population. It follows

therefore that Sino-Nigerian relations is one that is at i

the heart of successive Chinese
governments as well as those of N igeria since China emerged as a global economic
SUpErpower.

There is evidence of material gains on both sides, and such gains have been
well espoused by scholars like Kurlantzick (2009), Suzuki (2009), Utomi (2009) and
Cheng and Shi ( 2009). They arguc that the interactions that e{(ist between the two
entities arc mutually beneficial and thus extol the virtues ?i ‘cooperatm}l.'Utnm}
(2009, p.40), for instance, argic that local businessmen benefit from the wx_llmgnes‘a
of many Chinese partners (o arrange financing for their projects. And that a;wlhnr
incentive for doing busincss with the Chinese is the \Vllhngncs’sp(‘vtrr? l\qlncg-r
expatriates to accept the same living conditions nl‘l’crcc.l to local Wol‘k't/l:ﬂ-.' 1}l i
Utomi, the reduced costs of hiring  Chinese cxpz}trmlcs made Nigerians
competitive with large Western multinational corporations.

aspect O

»
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re scholars like Jiang, (2049,
' Ofey
difg .

e of the vide o
On the Ol M"h g :”'l-'l'mm(lv 2012). They opi
»008), Holslag (2000) ane = od enier Y opine that ¢, 0t ¢ .
. el resources u'n( energy. has led thayy ir,""flw
Kol that 18 not u‘—'“"llll.‘.ly respon '}d" iﬂ(.:[l”milmi 1% ‘;v“
' B % 2 LT RiTS %%
y e BT " “"Timf &

Ding (- ‘
i for African |
appeltlc for At aturd
fist relationship with Al ! ) |
There is also (dye claim thal (hig relationship hag raised |
IS . » i ] PR PO q . ‘ { 2k ]
g6l for example, arpues that China’s relationghi, "W i Wiy,
ol of Western critretsm which stresses that 5"‘-’“”‘ :
a, helping them 1(5’,“]“7;1::1@% !
- L g e e 3

personal wealth at ), and g, 0
E Cogtg

ncucnlnnin
fi(; .
el h

hf:ncﬁciul‘
Tull (20061
onstant farg
i Jit’(;llm'i:
while augme
phts pmlcu(inn

| elifes in Alric

nting their

C'I'his paper attempts hed

Pl atempts 1o critica|| s g

In doing so it attempts a critj 3;""?.';%
1Cal -

Appiry;

independence.
(ent to which they have been mutually 1

i 8 halg

7 Denefic,

made i1 a ¢
aid has supportct
their corrupt rule

and human 1

WOITIANCe

AL
Nigorian relations s1nee
cuch relations, identifying the ex
the dangers attached to such henefits.
1 dijgd
1
Qino-Nigeria Relations before 1991
reasons (o prioritize Nigeria in its dealing
T .
5w o
th /‘V‘f[!(;;: ?

China has many

«tlv. there is the natural advantage it has in terms of population, whic}
’ 11Ch My
dkf".)‘ g
<31t the

-Za;‘gcstqmarkct in .Aﬁ-_ica with a population of about 180 million in 2016 |
is he fact that Nigeria exports the largest quantity of oil in Africa (ab). Added ty . |
barrels per d.ay?. Being the country with the largest concentration ;}Ut 2.5 milli, |
N *.flfi. Nigeria 18 also seen by China as its platform for forming so;)'d bl-acks in {1,
1[\5.1' \,}\.co_mmumty globally. This section of the essay seeks to demonl 2oy vith
&f }1] ijn’i is central to Chn}a’s Africa policy, Beijing’s engagement wit;tlratc t_hat whils
*'1; dlca éj general economic and political dealings with Africa which_ﬁj\buJa Mirror;
IS Y . . 9 - e
Tc})l;::m;m to faffl ?Xtel.lt——ls essentially geared towards serving Chi Cspgte Aiding
s e \Ill'ftdo ma} link between Nigeria and the PRC was in 11119(:se KeIES,
membershi o;-” E;h tcL)H\\)Jvnness.the former’s independence celebration H60' hen
ecinre b p e , by virtue of her independence Nieeri S CEvIng gained
gesture by supporting PRC’s membership of t e, Nigeria reciprocated Chies
294). The pair, h bership of the United Nations (Ow .
Nigeri alr, however, had their first clash when i oeye, L4, p
Nigerian Prime Minister, tagged China the aggr en in 1962 Tafawa Balewa, t
cjagh’ofthe same year (Alkali, 1996, p. 67) eTcl‘ggi‘eSSO‘rs in the China-Indian border
standing of a communist state me , p- 67). The fact that the PRC also had the grand
- ist state made Balewa to dist: ) had the grand
B mment had been distinctively pro-W a to distance himself from China since b
suarted a year after Balewa’s oustc‘r '1l<,e$tc'l'lhc Nigeian civl war Calath .
begggf edhthc Biafran cause, The PRC (h (l) b & mot DER e~ Cline i
: e the Soviet Union, China’s fi ad been sympathetic towards the secessionis
ecause, out of th » Lhina’s foe, had backed the Niger ; :
stats tw, the four African countries acked the Nigerian federal trooP an
, two were heavy beneficiarics of CT%S that recognized Biafra as an independ:?
‘hinese patronage: Tanzania and Zambi (Bel

2001, pp. 450-451).

e

¢
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At the war’s end, Geners: .
chose to forgive countries that gdiﬁkli:‘; ( ;0“.’0"’ Nigeria’s Military Head of state
(hat shortly after the war, in eatly 191371] r NLf l}l‘ufm, It was, therefore, not surprising
Ap I.‘il ¢ Oflthe ?;1;1](’« l‘czu China had ()[V)cnc':d 1:? tz:‘!ii:m?:i):iﬂ-;ll‘lt;licfi Hes V'Vith' t.hc }"RC"BV
until Octo veiv I refore establishing theirs in Hci(iinp ( I\II(;L;(?S""WI}'“};): ngﬁfla e
5, 2001. p- :.). t was that same month that the l’l{(" Wg;,?rm“ ’ um, faf:ptembcs
Ge.nel‘al ASS%mbly as the ‘u.vc China’ at the expense ()[ ,[4:';; fu‘f’?‘;‘/‘ﬁ‘d at the UN
Arikpo qul——thc then Minister of External Affair%»-w';lnldmtl; 2 ‘Z‘})‘(;-‘ Ir;d(';;'l .Dl'-
Gncz\m(egxl.ﬁntl: '::\;)elressonom:cgdcdz for their instrumcmality; in(PRC’;L'zdr;(i::iimiinltlr‘:l;:;{
L ai ". Ixpress, ctober 8’ § . b AV : >
economic rel‘fti'onshﬁp.ﬂlat was nialiizrll,zu?i.fczs)t. iz h109’; ; i:/l}t;r(l) tI: | 9? lYalZ’h""%BﬁT‘*d o
EC01'101]11C~affall'S minister visited Nigeria. The visit providcda;lr% 0 3 ortmcft? f? fﬁ'igéﬂ
signing of an economic, technical cooperation and trade agrccmggt (xrlllir{tc;;;w:
1994, p. 140). Between 1972 and the late 1980s there were a number of diplomati(;

janges between the two nations. This, however, did not amount into any
the period was marked by the
anade,

excl
significant political or economic development as

adition of modesty and measured encounter on the part of both countries (Ek

2012, p. 65)-

Nigeria and China since 1991
From the 1990s, things became remarkably: different between the two nations.

The most remarkable aspect of this new relationship had to do with trade. By 1991,

for example, trade between Nigeria and China amounted to $35m, a $10m increase

from what it had been in 1987 (Akinterinwa, 1994, p. 140). It dramatically increased

t0 $97m in 1992 and $210m in 1993 (Akinterinwa, 1994, p. 140). By 1996 volume of
trade had increased t0 $330m, and $850m by the turn of the century in 2000 (Nigeria
Tribune, September 5, 2001, p. 12). This is suggestive of the fact that trade between
both nations had geome’[ricaily increased throughout the 1990s. Such rise in trade
volume is on account of China’s unprecedented economic growth, which saw the
country record a 9 percent growth rate from the 1980s through the 90s (Shalmon,
2008, p. 110). It is also not surprising, therefore, that there was a noticeable trade
imbalance between the two countries with Chinese export 10 Nigeria placed at
$436.2m while imports from the same couniry was $266.94m as of 2000 (Ekanade,

2012, p. 66).
An overwhelming percentage

period was oil and this is reflective O

continent. Energy was critical to servicing
le increase in m

necessary by the remarkab _
movement of freight from railroads to trucks increased 01
limited domestic supply, forcing China to rely on an ever-

of Chinese import from Nigeria during.the
f Chinese wider engagement with the Affican
China’s economic growth. This was made

otor vehicle sales and modal shifts it} the
| demand beyond China’s

growing volume of
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Bum; ﬁfhﬁs?”‘fﬁ*’m?@“ﬁ*‘iﬁmﬁﬁfﬁ .

or oil continued to increase j, the
. : ate of 7-10% ti s 20
oil growing at .m.xmmml()l( o 1‘0 112010, 4, al 00g i
, consumption since l.?( (Ekanade, 2‘()'] 2, p. gy S0 fepy Ith
L meinely pravitating towards Africa fop 5, 00 As o
4 s MCreastiog ,\,‘ 8 g e ol i or itg oil Drev 8
o being the continents lnrp.qst L.,\D(M!us of ' 0il—begq, " S‘upmi
M\?“;tim In ‘i()()(» therefore, the PRC got four drlllmg liccmcgs 9 atty,,
) ¥ ‘\ ( & e ] 3 ) ] L) ¥ . r " ) ‘1 ”y oy
PIOPY oil companies, Sinopec and China an.x'ondl Offshore Oilfr% N*;Lm
K\‘N()txk\\ U’a.\‘t(‘f. 2007‘ p‘ (\_‘?())ll.l (}XC‘/han.gC‘, L‘h"}fl was cxpect(}d tl()]’pr)f !
hillion worth of investment 111N1g01‘1fx s infrastructure (The Vanguard A o o
a 1) Additionally, both nations signed seven development agree,m epm ’20("?
Nigeria was granted an export credit of $500m (-Tl.le Vanguard, April 27nt\ In ‘*/hijj)ﬁ
Reijing also agreed to repair the Kaduna Rf’:hnmg and Petmchemica{leOQ b 1
among other investment projects like the bufldmg of a hydropowey plant Ny Yompan{i ‘
Plateau State. Nigeria in return allowed China exercise ‘the right of ﬁrstm ambila] 1
oil bloes (Taylor, 2007, p. 636). Added to the deal also is the Akpo o] frefusal’ Qﬁ’ ":
was discovered in 2000 and opened operations in 2009, teld, y, i
Indeed, in exchange for oil privileges in Nigeria the PRC investe
the country’s infrastructure. Starting from the 1990s when Beijing becar, ®avily i,
the nation’s oil there were signs of infrastructural commitment fyq X aﬁractedto
country. For example, in December of 1995, Gen. Abacha signed a lap dm the A
w'n.h China, valued at $528.60m, for the rehabilitation of the Nigerian ralill1
which was to be carried out by the China Civil Engineering C :
(CCEC) (Ekanad : g Constructiop
' ) (Ekanade, 2012, p. 69). This was however, nothj
billion 1 : ' B ’ » HOUNG compared
oillion loan China granted Nigeria in October 2006 for th
Nigeria’s railway sy tor the further dev
g attway system (Taylor, 2007, p. 636). In 2014 also, a state .
gz{zlléaany' ;;gned a $12 billion agreement, China’s single ’:argc;st over:;wned Vel
1d a railway along Nigeria’s coa » : as contract, ¢
stal cities (V o 10
Impler ' : anguard, November
piementation of this deal commenced July 2016. 20, 2014,04)

PRC's need 1

imported oil.
consumption of
70% increase 1l

mentioned Chin
Ly " ¥

through her

12y
ark CORtrgyy

Way Syst em’
Corporaﬁ()n
to the 85
elopment of
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at least 40 Nigerians annually to study i it

2016, n.d.). This is not to mention fhy i?""‘“y (Vanguard (Online), January 19,
A * iumber of Nigerian bumni | —i
government SpPensor to attend primary and wer of Nigerian pupils that the Chinese

(On!inc\. November 16, 2016, 1.4 ) secondary schools in Nigerta (Daily Trust
In view of the aforemention

ekt et forementioned, we can safely say there has been & symblotic

relationship between both countries, with Nigetia b y say there has been a symbiotic

’ - ¢

- . “ % at PN — r]. 7 G¢ "-: '."‘ : & "
for 1is romance with China. The fact b aving some material gains to show

I ever, that the relationship cannot be
considered even. For example, there persists a sipnif; ot imbatosos Besheen
a0 nations fEat 18 wo e persists a significant trade imbalance between
he ] S 80 brazen that it was highlighted in 2001 by ex-President
Apsegun Obasanjo. who told his s ey IR 1) FVALIGE SECHIPEEE
L; 1;11 ‘\\-j‘me&é‘—{ . }1.\ host. in China, President Zhu Ronji, that ‘the trade
imbal iu Womu d was not i the interest of good friendship’ (The Comet 1ith
Sanie SO Ay . . ‘ )
\\‘;.'Lm‘u. 2001, p. 3). Bc§1des, there might be more pressing implications of
relations between both countries that can be considered as part of the broader China-
Africa pohcy.. There is, for instance, China’s disregard for the credibility of the
st + 1o 1 1 A 1 . y
covernments it relates with vis-a-vis corruption and human rights records, among
~41 i 1 “Q 3 . > s e 2 b e s
other re?atea matters. It. is for this reason that African countries, including Nigstia,
4nd China very attractive compared to partners in the West that are usually more
finicky mth. sugh matters. There are also the issues of Chinese environmental and
business ethics in their dealings with Africa. It is to such issues that we now turm.

Flipside to Sino-Nigeria Relations
Having seen the nature of China’s relationship with Nigeria, it is important 10

discuss the negative effects of such a relationship. This will be carried out in this
section by subjecting Nigeria’s experience with China within the wider context of
Chinese engagement with Africa in general. It is only through this lens that one s
able to appreciate that Sino-Nigerian relations is just an aspect of a grand design for
Chinese imperialism of Africa as a continent. In the area of trade, for instance, there
are growing CONCErns that the imbalance or asymmetry in trade — with Afncags as
consumers of Chinese value added goods and Africa as an exporter of raw materials —
will have adverse effects oi Africa and African producers. Tull (2006, p. 464) bas
rightly observed that 90 percent of Africa’s exports 10 C}xina consist of raw mat‘enals
and the extraction of these resources is depleting Africa’s natural. supply without
developing its economics which remain dependent on this extraction. Ogunsanwo

(2008, p.192) has also argued that the Increased trade imbalances between both

o et T . 2 economY
les i itati orid, al tes {hat as a result, Nigeria's econo
countries is exploitative to Nigeria and indicates tl : : 0
s g th containers docking at

became known as a ‘cargo cconomy’ with ships. laden with OmIaIner igeria does
Nigeria’s ports and returning almost empty 10 their plz'lccs of .Ot;lg}n(;fd:’:heai Chinese
not have much to export. There also remains 1l}e pcrapstent in lL\ql o xaiiple
products which threaten the operations and survival of local Co'mp;ccou'nting 1%
textiles and garments are China’s major export items (0 Nigerid,

69
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Nigetii, but this hns' l”_‘d_ fo.6 Sit‘uati()n V
r shrinking the Nigertan textile illdus. .
Africa, 2005). Strig,
ounting evidence that Chineg,

wports 10
 total eXpOTE
§! gible to

*(China’
of Chit 1d respon

STEES
are being rdueat
Development m.“i ] (zuwc has been 1 - = a e *
[n addion. tu'-\ Lnigue 10 other countries engaging witj, Afric oy g |
s T - into African . A o OO |
labour 1 African Wumricvn'““mea»}"‘m;

ahle, Chin

i Chinese
e expori  Chines
c_\‘phcﬂl) CXU

‘ A popular :u'g.unm‘lnl zn'm.)'ng ‘/}i"riczum' I8 thay wi gx fithg, 'ty |
cm;‘io,\'ﬂ’féﬂ iy they bring in their own workforce, !cavmg the d(;m}.t, "
their Cot et off than they were prior {0 the arrival of the ¢y, %tic 5%, |
workforee 1 are lucky to be cngugcd_ in these Llnncs:: COMpanje ,g ”(?
which is a sort of “precarious Cm}_Jloy ment™ and “non~stanijuftli; o |

Workers that fall into this category do not recelve pensions, are walig ar ]
orkers ation and medical allowances. .ngenan \.;vorkers also ¢y ele.q e, |
pay particularly in the textiles, copper " Cr;enCe W

actice, for example, to lock the Workers . Mip;,.

are imok‘ [
wav they ‘
: ocal hands.

Nigenans that

casualization .,

N &} o 13
housing, eaik

safety standards, and poor

e S e (0Ll dios

industry. It is Chinese btmlqar .

du?\'. Such a policy occasioned the death of a number Q.f Nigerians . Whn%
) du, Lagos State on February 15, 2007 (This Day 15 Febmz Chi

company in Ikoro

nd., p. 1)
nd.,p il pointed out, China has also helped African countrieg with 4 |
credit facilities. While these loans issued by Chinese governments tOumb L
countries for the purpose of infrastructural development might appea; attraCtA.f &
policy might ultimately hinder the sustainable development of these Counies l\fchh
because China’s stepped-up lending to African countries risks saddling the'm 5 |
additional debt, just as African states are trying to ease their debt burdey thIOugﬁ% |
H}'ghly-lndebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative and other strategies. For exam%é
h«jzg-eri;’s debt profile as of September 2016 was about N16.29 trillion (roughl,vgf
billion) (Daily Post 21 September, 2016, n.d.); and the nation kept incurrin }1 ‘
ﬁ'qm China on a regular basis. It is true that Chinese terms in issuing loans areg ng%
stringent as Western counterparts since their conditions for loans as well as inter;:'i
rates are generally low, but the fact remains that these debts keep piling at a rate tb..
l.i:nnsulstamable. In the interest of true friendship, therefore, Beijing should perbap
channe Cr;}19re’efforFs to grants and technical assistance rather than just loans.
One of én?ezs iC;;VIftcl)f:St;\r} Africa have alfo left a negative environmental footprt
mining, hydrop OWer i lts' ISbthat Chlnz.i § Investment in oil and gas exploration
sensitive, Secondly, cop, m:l Cr exlraction are sectors that are enviromlleqtal{);
environmena] ethi::s whgireit :) Iﬁzl;ert tec_:hnologically advance.d nations, Chmaar ;
therefore usually willing to deal i 0 {lldllsttrlal commerce is poor. They
example of the creation of d arcas that are not suitable for exploratio™

- a dam that turned out to have severe soci
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2012, p. 12). France's officj
guppm'l the project because of iy agency (o JFACE) had refused

[,mlg‘m‘ al CXport crediy

: S environmenty| i

I Exim Bank agreed to fund the project soicy N al impacts, Yet in 2002
' » Sudanese president ela; Yo € support of $520 milli
AlthuuLlh the I:'I‘n dimhltt(;m]u“ L..lzumcd the project s,vmmli)iI endd pwenym;rllh?}?c'
countrys ‘hL}(q‘lub lwa‘.g'lnr"\;':tlwll“jl “()' {0‘9()0 Sudanese (Langan, 2012 p. 12). The
Chinese have ak *enaceused of similar environmental ﬂ;'ylipcncm ’ix the -" ol
wiper Delta region of Nigeria, EREEREE T SR
NIE

Another emergimg. phenomenon  which has

and goei

e s the possibility of intensifyi

" . i di : ssiotity  of intensifyin
: ~Niperi 2l v is the nr .y s s
cracks 10 Sino N:'li HI\P rel :ll(.)llh 15 the problem of migration and treatment of
migrant communitics. opulation movements between China and Africa have

creased steadily since the 1990s. While the estimated 900 thou

in T ' sand Chinese migrant
workers 1 Aflrica mvade jobs ranging from agriculture to industry, it is a different

Guation for Nigcriz.ms in China, 'I‘hc:.sc Nigerians who live under the constant fear of
dcport;:nicm are SUb.IC'Cthrl\O color Pl’ejud_lce il.] the job market where teaching is their
anly I-cspcctablc option. To !((:ep such jobs is one of the biggest challenges facing
Nigerian migrant \VOI‘.I(CI'S In_a country where "native speakers” are preferred
im:spective of achemw or professmnal qualiﬁcations. Furthermore, obtaining and
renewing work visas for ngerlar}s remains an arduous task. For many of these
~ducated Nigerians, tht;refgre, dfwen from home by harsh poverty and
uncertainty, and V\./anden{lg in a wilderness of thorny discrimination, Sino-Nigerian
Cooperation remains a tarcge. o
Perhaps the most telling— but least heralded—of the negative implications of
Sino-African relations is the Chinese disintel.restedr%ess in the quqhty of governance in
the African countries they deal with. China prides h;rseI.f in not attachmg_ the
conditions that Western countries attach to loans and aids .hk? good human nghti
record, democracy, transparent government ?.nd such other criteria. Inste‘ad, China has
expressed a ‘don’t ask, don’t tell” policy which states that as long as China h;ais:f af:cessf
to resources, they will not criticize or involve themselves in the domestic : ’mrs od
African states (Rich & Recker, 20}3, D 71). Of course, ofppr.essn; .Sm;lm
underperforming African leaders ﬁndcl this rg)nélnterfelg‘:r;;;a\\/g{l}; cc\)\rrﬁoor;gxgﬁad 10r_ml
i Sudan, and Congo- > V &t
an, _therefore that. \/xﬂg()laé ; u' ; ,ood ercen%age of China’s crude-oil supply n
human rights records, accounted 101 a g p e of such & policy,
Affica in the 1990s and early 2000s (Langan, 2012, p. 7). In delense ‘

: Frovnd : Xuexian in
the Chinese Ambassador of Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Wang Xuex1

iC Ii iohts of subsistence
ight 5 € s and rights of subsis
' « Jhts such as economic right ,
1998 claimed that, “human rights gl omoe. ove o

are the main priority of developing nations ,a,nd t, ¢ o, p. 7). He Wen ping,
individual rights as conceptualized in the West (L.an%an, 2 den’ly £ Social Sciences
the director of the African Studies Section at th.c Chinese {\Cabelief ot Human rights
in Beijing further argued that Africa and China share7t mThis *arly explins ooy
should not stand above sovereignty (Langan, 2012, p- 7)
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